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Abstract

This study critically examines Taiwan's prison labor reforms and low labor wages
through literature analysis, observation, and interviews, aiming to uncover key causes

and social issues, distilled into three research questions :

1.  What is the historical evolution of Taiwan's prison labor system?
2. What are the on-the-ground practices of prison work?

3. What are the issues within the current prison labor policy?

The findings reveal several key aspects. First, despite various legislative efforts
since the (Prison Act) was amended in 1954, significant improvements in the prison
labor system remain absent. Moreover, the study constructs a detailed depiction of the
practices within prison work, showing that due to the dynamic adjustments in national
governance techniques, modern prisons appear to have adopted a “less punitive” image.
However, rehabilitation outcomes remain limited, highlighting the continued relevance
of Foucault's disciplinary theory. Additionally, the core value underpinning prison

management and reform is found to be rooted in "risk governance."

Finally, a critical analysis of the current prison labor policy identifies unresolved
issues, including: (1) the {Prison Act) is not inherently a protective legal framework;
(2) mandatory labor does not facilitate re-entry; (3) the reliance on sunset industries as
an institutional outcome involves complex challenges; (4) a rehabilitation setting filled
with narratives of "rehabilitation ineffectiveness"; and (5) a punitive perspective rooted

in the exclusion of others.

Keywords : prison reform, prison labor, prison work, labor wage, Foucault,

policy research
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