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Abstract

The aims of this study explored the social distance between Taiwanese and the
immigrants from Southeast Asian countries to Taiwan. The determinants of social
distance were also addressed in this study. Basing the quantitative data from the
“Taiwan Social Change Survey: 2018 Globalization and Culture module”, the author
utilized the ordered logit model to estimate the effects of several factors on the social
distance between Southeast Asian immigrants and us. This study found that more than
half of Taiwanese show a short social distance from Southeast Asians. Among the
social-demographical variables, schooling exhibited an influential role in the attitude
toward Southeast Asians. In addition, this study also showed significantly positive
correlation in social distance between Taiwanese and “Europeans and Americans” and
“Southeast Asians,” namely the smaller the distance to Europeans and Americans, the
shorter the distance to Europeans and Americans, the shorter the distance to Southeast
Asians. Last but not least, contact experience reduced the distance of Taiwanese to
Southeast Asians, whether shallow or in-depth contact experience.

Keywords: Southeast Asia, Social distance, Social contact
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