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Abstract

This study, based on the author's personal experiences, explores how Penghu students use
the additional off-shore island quotas for university admission and examines the impact of
this pathway. Interviews were conducted with students who graduated from National

Magong Senior High School and attended regular universities on Taiwan's main island.

Key findings include:

1. Socioeconomic Background and Admission Pathways: The use of additional quotas is
not strongly linked to Penghu students' socioeconomic background but benefits students

from lower-income families.

2. Academic Performance: Students from Penghu who are enrolled in STEM or medical
programs tend to perform worse than those majoring in the humanities, with those using

the additional quotas showing even more significant academic underperformance.

3. Academic Ability and Learning Attitude: Students who use the quotas often experience
negative emotions regarding their academic ability and learning attitude. Some adjust over

time, while others struggle to overcome these feelings by graduation.

4. Self-Esteem and Disclosure of Admission Pathway: At the beginning of their enrollment,
Penghu students who used the additional quota felt inferior and exhibited signs of "self-
stigma," believing that they were naturally inferior to others. They disclose their pathway

to peers in three ways: proactively, passively, or later in their studies.

5. Impact on Career Choices and Exam Preparation: The existence of additional quotas
influences students' career choices and exam preparation, potentially lowering their

competitive drive.

Keywords: Additional Quotas, Equality of educational opportunity, Preferential admission,

Preferential treatment in college admission, Stigmatization
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