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Abstract

Using participant observation in private temple spirit medium rituals (distinct from public
temple settings), this study employs dramaturgical theory as its analytical framework to
examine how ritual participants navigate through the temporal progression of ritual space
by capturing signals that indicate the continuous interplay, interference, and deviation

between the “sacred” and the “profane” .

For the spirit medium, the material foundations of the ritual site legitimize their ritual
authority. For other participants, the symbolic implications emanating from various
external signs provide criteria for recognizing 'sacredness,' while simultaneously enabling
individuals of different roles to understand how to adjust their actions across different
temporal phases and select contextually appropriate self-positioning, thereby collectively

establishing general social order with other ritual participants.

However, this study argues that the social order constituting spirit medium rituals exists
within a 'transient' and 'dynamic' symbiotic system. The interplay between 'belief and
doubt' in role relationships, 'official interpretations and unexpected occurrences' in
situational activities, and 'stability and deviation' under temporal progression demonstrates
the mutual penetration of the 'sacred and profane.' For the ritual system, when the
framework established by sacred order emerges, perturbations inherently attach to its
margins. For individual participants, this allows their secular selves to enter into another
possibility from the sacred realm, thereby co-constructing a ritual ecology that appears

paradoxically contradictory yet harmoniously symbiotic."”

Keywords: sacred, secular, mediumship, order, dramaturgy
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