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Abstract

The rapid global popularity of Korean culture has led to a strong phenomenon
known as the Korean Wave, with K-POP being the most prominent aspect. The success
of K-POP lies not only in its music but also in its idol culture and visual effects. Korean
entertainment companies create charismatic idols through systematic training and pack-
aging, and they interact with fans through diverse media, forming a comprehensive cul-
tural phenomenon. Fandom has become an important part of many people's daily lives,
having a profound impact on fans' psychology and behavior.

The success of K-POP is attributed to not only providing musical works b
ut also establishing a complete idol culture that attracts global fans through vis
ual effects and multimedia interaction. Responses from interviewees reveal the
multiple meanings of fandom in relation to their emotions, identity, and social
lives. Some resonate with idols due to their appearance or personality traits, w
hile others are inspired by the friendly interactions and hardworking spirit of i
dol groups.

For male fans, the act of fandom prompts them to reevaluate traditional notions of
masculinity and find more possibilities for identity recognition in an increasingly open
society. Fandom also brings diverse consumption experiences, particularly the appeal
of idol merchandise design, which further deepens the attachment between fans and
idols.

This study explores the deep-seated impacts of fandom on fans' psychology and
behavior, highlighting the significance of fandom culture as an important cultural
phenomenon in modern society. Fandom is not merely a form of entertainment; it is
also a vital means of shaping identity, providing emotional support, and promoting
social interaction. As society becomes more accepting of gender and individual
diversity, star-chasing culture has shown a more inclusive side and has become a

significant force affecting fans' daily lives and values.

Keywords: idolatry, masculinity, culture industry
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