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The Re-development Of Taipei Hsimen Red House: An Analysis on Collective Memory
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This thesis discusses the re-development of a historical building, Hsimen Red House
engaging a collective memory perspective. Secondary data, interviews and
guestionnaire surveys are used to gather materials for this thesis. The study is
focused on the residents who live in the vicinity , the groups who had deep
involvement with Hsimen Red House as well as casual visitors. From its inception, the
House has gone through various historical stages, playing important cultural roles in
the Taiwanese collective memory. The authorities understand this and tried to infuse
new life into the building. However, these efforts can only gain success if supported
by the Taiwanese people. To understand Taiwanese current perception and use of
the Hsimen Red House, | explore the relationship between the reuse and collective
memory of the historical site by asking the following questions : How do residents



and visitors perceive Hsimen Red House ? How has their collective memory of the
place influence their perceptions and visits to the place ? Do their collective memory
and what the authorities tried to forge through rejuvenation converge ? How does
this influence the people’ s relationship to the place ? How are recent
developments supported or limited by people’ s collective memory of it ?

My findings can be summarized in six points, three illustrating the common positive
points of Hsimen Red House residents and visitors identified with, and the last three,
disagreeable points that alienated them from the place. The three positive points are :
first, it is a place associated with comfort and relaxation ; second, it is a site for
cultural activities ; third, it has witnessed memories passed down to generations. The
three points which discourages people from visiting the House are : homosexuality,
the political hijack over the discussion of the House’s re-development and the lack of
publicity. It is crucial for those who could influence the House’s future direction to

consider dealing with the last three points.



