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Abstract

This study examines the experiences of heterosexual female college students
regarding inappropriate pursuit behaviors, focusing on boundaries of appropriate
pursuit, emotional values, and their responses. The findings show that while
participants generally support gender-equal emotional values, traditional gender roles
still shape their expectations and tolerance for pursuit behaviors. Male-initiated
actions are seen as acceptable by some, but when these actions cross boundaries, they

become inappropriate pursuit.

Participants' emotional values were categorized into egalitarian and open-traditional
types. The egalitarian group emphasized mutual respect and equality, while the open-
traditional group maintained some traditional expectations but also valued emotional
understanding. These values influenced their views on physical boundaries, emotional
burden from excessive gestures, and tolerance of emotional manipulation. Coping
strategies ranged from passive responses like avoidance and emotional internalization
to more proactive actions like rejection and seeking support. Most participants sought
help from friends rather than family or professionals, reflecting generational and

social constraints.

This study integrates traditional gender culture with digital technology to reveal the
modern complexities of inappropriate pursuit behaviors. However, the sample mostly
represented individuals with egalitarian values, limiting comparisons across different
perspectives. Future research should include more diverse participants to deepen our
understanding of inappropriate pursuit and its effects, offering a broader academic

perspective on gendered interactions.

Keywords: patriarchal structure, gender roles, romantic pursuit, emotional

understanding, harassment behavior
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