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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relation between sanctity and
oneself in the religious field through participant observation with Buddhist monks.
There are two aspects to the question of focus. First of all, how did the person
become and maintain the sacred character in one’s life course? Second of all, how did
the person look at the sanctity on itself? Also how is the relationship between sanctity
and secularity being presented? On the methods of study, in addition to participant
observation, there are also semi-structured interviews and analyzation on the Buddhist
monks’ autobiography.

The results of the study have found that the faith practitioner in religious field,
relatively regarded constructed by space, they see the sanctity as constructed by time.
First of all, this study descripted the reasonable argument and unreasonable argument
behind the decision of the monk leaving its secular life. Second, by revealing the
secularity behind the sacred life, how the secularity were hidden or rationalized in
them has been discussed. Although the purpose of the operation was to maintain the
sanctity on the sacred character, but it also caused other identity crisis: one was the
confusion on sanctity’s origin, the person needed to deal with this coming from either
individual or group. Another was the exhaustion for continually making distinction
between sanctity and secularity. Last but not least, the identity crisis caused by the
two questions mentioned above, from the perspective of faith practitioner, the writer
analyzed how one developed a psychological strategy of sacred identity. On the one

hand, through identifying with groups, the person affirmed rejects its own
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individuality to make the origin of secularity reasonable. On the other hand, by using
the experience of the reproduction on the distinction between sanctity and secularity,
it makes the person’s identification turned into internal reflection process. The two
sides showed how a faith practitioner justifies self-identity by going through

dialectically self-affirmation and self-denial.

Keywords: Sociology of religion. Sanctity. Secularity. The practice of faith. Self-

identity.
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