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Your power comes from me: Power-Dependence relation between physicians and
patients
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Physician-patient relationship has always been an issue in many fields, especially

unequal power relationship, which is also the main point that the field of medicine is



trying to reform. By doing so, they hope to have an equal interaction. However, the
power does not come without foundation; it has to be experienced for a long time.
On the other hand, if we want to improve this kind of interactive model, we have to
know where it from is. This study of Emerson’s theory as the main conceptual tool is
trying to figure out the questions. Furthermore | would like to find the likelihood of

there being equality between physicians and patients.

This research adopts field observation and in-depth interview methods. The results
show three main reasons which impact the physician-patients relationship and alter
the power. The reasons are; difference of patients’ conditions, the difference of the
patients’ societal backgrounds and the difference between Chinese medicine and
western medicine. Due to the reasons, the power can not be equal, so the
relationship between a doctor and their patient relies upon the balance of power in
that relationship remaining equal. If the balance of power is upset, then the

relationship changes between the doctor and their patient.



