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A cross-national study of homicide rate
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This study is based on Macro structural Theory, developed by Peter Blau and
Institutional anomie theory, developed by Messner and Rosenfeld. The goal of this
study is to text if the two theories have strong explanation on cross-national study of
homicide rate. According to some studies, homicide rate is related to income
inequality, economic discrimination, GDP growth rate, unemployment rate,
unemployment rate, divorce rate, demographic variable. These variables are also
tested in this study.

This study includes 118 nations, divided into high, middle and low economic income
areas. The study’s strategy is first to text the relationship between economic
difference and homicide, and then, to find the most strong regression function to
explaining the change of homicide rates. The result is consistent with the study’s
hypothesis, establishing the relationship between economic
inequality-poverty-homicide; the homicide rate between the middle economic
income area and the high economic income area is also evident. The most interesting

is Macro structural Theory has stronger explanation on the middle economic income



area than the high economic income area, but the Institutional anomie theory is on
the opposite. However, divorce rate presents different consequences contradictory
to the study’s expectation, the reason might be variables used by this study effect

results.



