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Abstract

The relationship between the wife and her in-laws has been a classic issue in Taiwanese families.
This study explores this phenomenon that how women in Yilan negotiate their family life as the
sandwich generation. And they also try to fulfill their filial piety, standing between the traditional
and modern values. I focus these wives’ internal contradictions and identity as a daughter in law.
By interviewing six wives in Yilan County, my analysis are with two aspects. The first part is how
these wives perceive and practice the traditional and modern concepts of filial piety.
Contemporary Taiwanese wives kept emphasizing more on emotional relationship with their in
laws than the traditional one. They valued a relationship with equality and respect, and believes
that the traditional expectation toward a daughter in law should change. Moreover, | also found
that, taking care of the kids and doing the housework, are the major issues that these wives
encountered with their in laws. Yet even these wives have no longer followed the traditional
concept as a wife, mother, and daughter in law. They still cannot get rid of the traditional role
expectations from their familial ties. The internal contradiction is especially strong for those who
are ambivalent toward traditional role. My research shows that mother in laws also have different
expectation for their own relationship with their sons’ wives. But they often suffer from fewer
opportunities to communicate directly with their daughter-in-laws. While the wives still holds the
ideology of being an outsider of her own family, or being treated as an outcast, such distrust
identity eventually will make wives to hide their thoughts and refuse to communicate with her in
laws. Therefore, the husband’s function as a mediator is crucial between his wife and mother in

Taiwanese families.

Key words : mother-in-law relationship, inter-generational relationship, traditional
filial piety, gender role
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