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Pet as Family Members from

Daily life to Aging Process
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate pets in the family
of the positioning. Through observed pet owners keeping a dog
(cat) everyday life’ s process, and pet owners face to pet
have illness and death will appear what kind of attitude, to
understand the family and pets interaction model. Analysis pet
have what kind of value. It’ s a qualitative research approach,
in—-depth interviews with seven respondents, collect their life
experiences of keeping pets. This research use socio-economic
status as the main subject of analysis, divided three level,
into high socioeconomic status families, middle-class
families and low socioeconomic status families, analysis in
different socio—economic status’ s family how to keeping pets.
The study found: (1) Pet is like family : regardless of the
level of socio-economic status, seven respondents believe that
pet plays the role of family (children) in the family, and
pet can provide emotional value. (2) In the study, there have
no obvious class differences in keeping pet’ s experience.
About pet owner spending money on pets, the amount of money
1s really different, but there is no significant difference
in feeding way. (3) Therole of pet is a state of flux: because
the motivation of feeding, and pet owners live with pet
everyday, as well as the emotional establishment between pet
owner and pet, changed the pet use value. Reducing the exchange
value, like: pet’s lineage, variety, entertainment 1S no
longer the main considerations, thereby enhancing the
emotional value, like: pet owners are more concerned about
pet’ s health care, and how to take care of the dying pet,
personally bury my own pet.
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